About the Biennial

The Entry Process

In 1977, the National Gallery of Jamaica (NGJ)
inaugurated the Annual National Exhibition, which
in its 25-year run established itself as the premier
national art exhibition in Jamaica. Effective 2002,
the NGJ’s Board of Directors approved the
recommendation of its Exhibitions Committee to
convert the Annual National Exhibition to a
National Biennial. It was felt by all concerned that
a two-year interval would favour a stronger
exhibition, giving artists more time for the
development of ideas and work.

Entries for the 2010 National Biennial must be
received at the NGJ by Friday, October 15, 2010,
along with completed and signed entry forms. All
work submitted by the October 2010 deadline
should have been completed in the 24 months
preceding the submission deadline.

For the staging of the Biennial, the NGJ decided to
keep the essential framework of the Annual, with a
few
important
regulation
changes
and
recommendations for artists. Artists participate by
special invitation (see overleaf under Invited
Artists) or by gaining admittance through a jury
constituted by the Board of the NGJ (see overleaf
under Juried Artists). The exhibition is open to all
artists resident in Jamaica and all Jamaican
artists resident abroad.
Normally the Biennial will be held every other
year, beginning in mid December and closing the
second full week in March of the following year.

Installation view 2008 National Biennial

As a general rule, artists should submit the actual
work(s), appropriately framed or mounted.
Installations, whether by invited or juried artists,
should be submitted in proposal form. Such
proposals should consist of a written description,
supported by adequate diagrams and/or a model,
with a clear indication of media, size, space and
technical requirements, If accepted, the artist is
responsible for the timely execution of his/her
installation. All costs associated with the
realization of the installation must also be borne by
the artist. Qualifying artists who reside overseas
may enter the juried section of the exhibition with
reproduction-quality digital images of the entered
work(s). If accepted, it is the responsibility of the
artist to have the work(s) delivered to the premises
of the NGJ (packed, shipped, cleared through
Customs) at least 3 weeks before the opening date
of the Biennial. The artist will also be responsible
for the return of the work to its place of origin at
the end of the exhibition.
Entries are accepted in the following categories
• Painting
• Drawings (including pastels and
watercolours)
• Collages
• Original prints
• Photographs
• Video Art
• Sculpture (including Assemblage)
• Installation Art
• Fibre Art
• Ceramics and ceramic sculpture

Entries from the 2008 National Biennial
Each artist is allowed a maximum of two (2) works
in total. At least one (1) of these works should not
have been exhibited before.
The NGJ, through its Exhibition Committee,
reserves the right to reject works it may not be able
to mount because of space and size limitations. The
normal size restrictions of paintings and other twodimensional works are: maximum height: 84
inches; maximum width: 84 inches. For threedimensional works: maximum height: 84 inches;
maximum width and depth: 60 inches. Multipaneled or multi-part works, when entered as a
single work, must collectively conform to these
size restrictions.

Michael Elliot
Recruitment of the
Innocent

Paul Stoppi - Self Portrait

Awards
All participating artists, invited or juried, will be
eligible to receive the Aaron Matalon Award. This
biennial award consists of a monetary prize and a
uniquely designed and produced medal. The Aaron
Matalon Award will be given to a single artist, to
be selected by a special committee appointed by
the NGJ’s Board. In addition, purchase awards may
be made. This is solely at the discretion of the
NGJ’s Acquisitions Committee and the Board

Andy Jefferson
Give-a-dog-a bone

The National Gallery of Jamaica

Publications
For each Biennial, the NGJ will publish a complete
catalogue with a short biography and a
reproduction of a single work for each artist. Each
participating artist is entitled to a copy of this
catalogue, which will be released at the opening of
the exhibition. The catalogue will be offered for
sale in the NGJ’s Gift Shop.
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Regulations and Guidelines

Invited Artists
Invited artist status is granted to artists who in the
opinion of the Exhibition Committee and Board of
Directors of the NGJ have made a significant
contribution to the development of Jamaican art. In
assessing artists for addition to the invited artist
list, the artist’s Jamaican and International
exhibition record and other career achievements,
such as awards and publication record, will be
considered. The artist’s consistency before
previous Annual National and National Biennial
juries may also be taken into account. Additions to
the 2010 lists are indicated with an asterisk (*)
below. Works are accepted only in the categories
specified in each artist’s invitation letter, which are
the categories for which the artist has achieved
invited artist status. Invited artist may submit other
work as juried entries but should not exceed the
total number of two (2) work per artist in the
exhibition. It is recommended that Invited Artist
discuss their submission plans with a Curator of the
NGJ.

Schliefer, Nigel Scott, Susan Shirley, Sylvester
Stephens, Paul Stoppi, *Phillip Supersad,
Heather Sutherland-Wade, Tina Spiro, Gaston
Tabois, Samere Tansley, Kingsley Thomas,
Dorothy Henriques-Wells, Cecil Ward, Nari
Ward, Barrington Watson, Basil Watson,
*Raymond Watson, Donnette Zacca.

The list of invited artists for 2010 consists of:
Susan Alexander, Albert Artwell, June Bellew,
Valerie Bloomfield, David Boxer, Hope Brooks,
*Kereina Chang-Fatt, Margaret Chen, Albert
Chong, Alexander Cooper, Cecil Cooper, Laura
Facey Cooper, Nelson Cooper, Karl ‘Jerry’
Craig, Carol Crichton, Graham Davis, Rex
Dixon, *Helen Elliott, Lawrence Edwards,
Robin Farquharson, Peter Ferguson, Wilfred
Francis, Milton Harley, Fitz Harrack, Norma
Rodney-Harrack, *Lisa Henriques, Rafiki
Kariuki, Kofi Kayiga, Maria LaYacona, Peter
Wayne Lewis, Judy-Ann MacMillan, David
Marchand, Franz Marzouca, Bryan McFarlane,
*Margaret McGhie, Jag Mehta, Els Meijns,
Nicholas Morris, Keith Morrison, Petrona
Morrison,
Seya
Parboosingh,
Michael
Parchment, Ebony G. Patterson, Winston
Patrick, Gene Pearson, David Pinto, Prudence
Lovell Prescod, Omari Ra, Khalfani Ra, Keith
Reece, George Rodney, Judith Salmon, Stafford

For each Biennial, the jury will be composed of the
following:

Juried Artists
All Jamaican born artists, or artists who are
Jamaican citizens, resident in Jamaica nor
elsewhere, and all foreign born artists who
currently live in Jamaica and have been residents
for at least a year may submit works in the
approved categories for possible inclusion in the
National Biennial Exhibition. Qualifying artists
who are resident overseas may submit slides for the
judging process. Artists who are not officially
invited must submit their work to a jury composed
of seven persons.

•
•

•
•

•

•

The Chief Curator or other Curator of the NGJ
selected by the curatorial staff of the NGJ.
Two (2) further members of the NGJ
Exhibition Committee. These may be Board or
co-opted members.
One member of the NGJ Board who is not a
member of the Exhibition Committee.
One member of the teaching staff of the
School of Visual Arts, Edna Manley College
(not on the NGJ Board or on the Exhibition
Committee), to be selected by the Exhibition
Committee from up to three nominees
submitted by the School.
An artist who has attained invited artist status
and who is not a member either of the
Exhibition Committee or of the NGJ Board.
An artist who has attained invited artist status
selected by the Exhibition Committee from
nominees submitted by recognized Jamaican
artists’ associations.

